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Minutes of the Electronic Tools Committee 

The Electronic Tools Committee had two sessions on Wednesday. The Chair of the group 

gave an overview of the Annual Report for the Electronic Tools Committee together with an 

overview of the achievements. (C501) 

As the forum of the Electronic Tools Committee has not been used for some time it was 

decided to close it down. 

The updates to ICD-10 in French were reported to be ready by the end of the year. Canada 

as well provided files for WHO on their French version of the ICD-10 to isolate differences. 

Papers presented: 

- Sykes C et al: Update on the Functioning and Related Health Outcomes Module: the 

eFRHOM 

- Weber S et al: How to migrate to ClaML? Following discussion:  

o ClaML poses problems for some Centres as their local databases do not 

provide sufficient granularity to generate a ClaML file.  

o As the Maintenance Tool will be ready at the next meeting the Centres should, 

for the time being, use a basic conformity level for sending their ICD-10 

clinical modifications to WHO for generating of the ICD-10-XM (“ClaML light”) 

o WHO and the German CC will give the specifications for such basic 

conformity level right after the meeting. 

- Ten Napel H: The ClaML approach – experiences made during the development of 

ICF-CY 

- Weber S et al: Language Standardization for Mortality Coding – A German approach 

- Schopen M: Electronic Versions of ICD-10 – Files, Formats, Functions 

- Weber S et al: “Maintenance and Publication Tool for WHO-FIC Classifications – 

Proceedings in development”: 

o The status of the development of a maintenance and publication tool by 

DIMDI was presented and discussed. As the tool will most likely be ready as a 

beta version for the next meeting it was recommended to have a workshop on 

the tool in conjunction with the next meeting. 

 

The Electronic Tools Committee reviewed its of Terms of Reference (see appendix) 

The List of permanent members was reviewed and new members added: 

• Young Tjoa 

• Gérard Pavillon 

• Donna Pickett 

• Bedirhan Üstün 

• Nenad Kostanjsek 

• Jaume Canela -?- 

• Diane Caulfeild 

• Sue Walker 

• Lars Berg 

• Matti Ojala 
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• Michael Schopen 

• Huib ten Napel 

• Can Celik 

• Stefanie Weber 

• John Silvi -?- 

• Hiroshi Nishimoto 

• Wansa Paoin 

• Carlo Francescutt

 

The workplan was reviewed and the ETC decided on the following tasks for the next years: 

• Maintenance tool (S Weber, M Schopen, C Celik) 

 aim at beta version for 2007 Network Meeting, Workshop? 

• ICD-10 in English: production cycle (M Schopen) 

 continue with 2007 version 

• Cross fertilization of electronic applications  

 ICF-CY in ClaML 

• Criteria for evaluation of tools (N.N.) 

 volunteers are welcome 

• Linkage of WHO-FIC with EPR/HIS (H ten Napel, Matti Ojala, Carlo Francescutti) 

 no progress 

• Knowledge management support of ICD-10 revision (B Üstün) 

 continue 

• Tool for routine application/assessment for ICF (N Kostanjsek) 

 technically fine, content discussion necessary (C Sykes et al) 

• ICD-10 in French (G Pavillon, M Renahan, L Moskal, WHO-CAT, M Schopen) 

 electronic version should be ready three months after availability of official updates 

• ICD-10-XM working group (working group of countries with clinical modifications, R 

Jakob) 

 centres to provide ClaML files 

• Multilingual CD-ROM with versioning (N.N.) 

 no progress 

• Template for Chronicle (from MbRG, ACC, GCC)  

 new task 
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Terms of Reference of the Electronic Tools Committee 

Purpose 

Support WHO and the WHO-FIC Network in developing policies on the deployment and 

synergistic application of electronic classification-related tools that are interoperable with 

other tools developed and deployed in other areas of e-health; and to support WHO and the 

WHO-FIC Network in the dissemination of such tools with due attention to the specific needs 

of Member States.   

Functions 

1. Agree on the scope and definition of „electronic tools‟ 

2. Cover tools which are not only for morbidity, mortality or functioning, but also those 

with a more general application field or those that are suitable for joint use 

3. Work closely with other WHO-FIC Committees, such as the Education Committee, on 

overlapping areas 

4. Establish liaison with other organizations/groups working in electronic classification 

such as the ICE on Automating Mortality Statistics, the Eurostat automated coding 

group or the UN Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifications. 

5. Establish criteria for the evaluation and accreditation of electronic classification-

related tools 

6. In close cooperation with similar projects established elsewhere, survey existing tools, 

identify gaps and be involved in the work of governing bodies of research 

programmes that would be designed to fill those gaps. 

7. Evaluate such tools on behalf of WHO or oversee such evaluation in some 

circumstances, based on state-of-the-art literature reviews and in cooperation with 

similar endeavours elsewhere based on a stable and recognized methodology. 

8. Needs assessment 

Structure and working methods 

The committee should have an integrated mandate of WHO-FIC implementation although the 

nature and phase of different members of WHO-FIC may differ in different countries. The 

Committee should be responsible to develop generic, overall principles that will apply to all 

members of the WHO-FIC.  If necessary different subcommittees may be formed on ICD, 

ICF and other WHO-FIC classifications so as to address different issues. 

The structure of the Electronic Tools Committee should involve 10-12 permanent members 

that will primarily devote their time in actually developing methods and application of the 

tasks in the field.  

Membership to the ETC is open to any individuals from collaborating organizations who wish 

to participate actively in the work and aims of the committee. They should submit their names 

to the Chair with copy to the WHO-FIC secretariat. 

The chair should preferably be a single person to emphasize the integration of WHO- FIC 

implementation.  
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The committee shall draw up a work plan, which lists in detail aims, activities, deliverables, 

timelines and responsibilities. 

Working methods should include e-mail and more interactive ways of electronic 

communication, conference calls and meetings, including an annual meeting during the 

WHO-FIC Network Annual Meeting. Official meetings of the committee must be held in 

conjunction with international WHO-FIC meetings. 

Electronic Tools Sub-committees  

Within the structure and mandate of the WHO-FIC Implementation Committee, sub-

committees for individual classifications can be established as the need arises. Sub-

Committees assist and advise WHO on implementation matters which are specific and 

unique to the individual classifications. 

The sub-committees shall specify the WHO-FIC Electronic Tools Committee functions for the 

respective classification in detailed work plans. The work plans shall list in detail aims, 

activities, deliverables, timelines and responsibilities 

Working methods should include e-mail and more interactive ways of electronic 

communication, conference calls and meetings, including an annual meeting during the 

WHO-FIC Network Annual Meeting. Official meetings of the sub-committee must be held in 

conjunction with international WHO-FIC meetings. 

Committee members should give a commitment to work on both, committee and 

subcommittee tasks. 


